I Jan Hus and the Liturgy
Rather than anything he said or did while alive in Bohemia, it was the imprisonment, trial, and death of Jan Hus -the most popular and high-profile of the pre-revolutionary reformers -that served as the catalyst for the radical liturgical reforms that saw, in turn, the introduction of the chalice, the general communion of all the baptized, and the whole-scale vernacularization of the liturgy.1 Hus's negotiations over the daily celebration of the Eucharist in the Bethlehem Chapel played an important role in bringing together the chapel's tradition of vernacular preaching (a fundamental point in its foundation in 1391) and the broader Bohemian movement for frequent communion, thus 2 Hus disputed the requirement that members of women's religious communities should have to recite the office in Latin when it was a language which they did not understand, noting that "A nun who repeats a prayer mechanically, without inward feeling, is like a magpie that is taught to say the words of a prayer. re-enforcing the latter by giving it a place of high visibility as well as Hus's personal support and approbation. Nevertheless, the detailed agreement on when the sermon was to be preached (either before or after the Eucharist, but not in its 'historic' position after the reading of the Gospel) leaves us with the sense that Hus did not completely understand the integral relationship between preaching and the proclamation of the word in Scripture. This can especially be seen in the notary's agreement between Hus and the Rector of the church of Saints Philip and James, in whose territorial parish the Bethlehem Chapel belonged and which had legal right over the celebration of the sacraments within its parish bounds. While Hus did, on occasion, inveigh against the imposition of Latin on those who could not understand it,2 and was once particularly acerbic in denouncing the decision of 1412 to limit the singing of vernacular hymnody,3 as far as we know, his efforts in promoting the vernacular were limited to preaching and the promotion of hymns. This apparent lack of enthusiasm in promoting a vernacular liturgy can be seen as a significant indication of the general lack of momentum behind the movement towards the vernacularization of the liturgy in his time. As preacher at the Bethlehem Chapel, however, he was addressing a 'popular' audience, where the emphasis was on vernacular preaching. Such an environment would have been ideal for also promoting the
